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Figs. 1-3 - Broinsonia verecundia n. sp. 1) Holotype USNM 239501, distal view. Sample 
327A-12, CC, X 12,000. 2) Paratype USNM 239502, proximal view. Sample 327A-12, CC, 

X 13,300. 3) Paratype USNM 239503, distal view. Sample 327A-12, CC, X 11 ,300. 

Description: 

Diagnosis: Small specimens of Broinsonia with major portion of inner area filled 

by flat elliptical platform. Platform connected to rim by approximately 14 to 16 

radiating spokes and four slightly larger axial or subaxial bars. 

Description: Specimens generally under 4 f.Lm in greatest diameter, with distal 

rim of approximately 22 radial and nonimbricate elements. All distal rim elements 

are approximately the same size. Central area of holotype represents about 47% 

of distal surface area. Long axis bridges connecting central area and rim are only 

slightly larger than accessory spokes . Two supports connecting the inner platform 

to the rim are oriented at between 10° and 30° to the short axis of the ellipse. 

The two pairs of axial or subaxial supports are often indistinguishable from 

accessory spokes in distal view, but are clearly discernible in proximal view as being 

the only rays connecting the central platform to the proximal shield. The accessory 

spokes are confined to the distal shield and parallel neither major nor minor 

ellipse axis. 

Size: Holotype, 3.6 f.Lm X 2.8 f.Lm; central area 2.6 f.Lm X 1.8 f.Lm; rim diameter 

0.5 f.Lm. Paratypes, 4.0 J.lm X 2.6 J.lm, 3.8 f.Lm X 2.7 f.Lm. 

Remarks: 

Species name is Latin, meaning bashfulness. This species differs from other forms 

of Broinsonia in its small size and the similarity in size of principal and accessory 

supporting spokes. All other species of Broinsonia contain either perpendicular 
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sets of accessory rays, or thinner, more numerous rays parallel to the short axis 
of the ellipse. Orientation of accessory rays is similar to that found in Zygolithus 
flabellosus STRADNER, AnAMIKER & MARESCH, but the latter species is charcterized 
by a different rim structure, smaller central platform, and more pronounced short 
axis support strut. 

Type level: 

Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 327W-12, CC. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington D.C. 
Holotype: USNM 239501; paratypes: USNM 239502-239503. 

Author: 

Wise S. W. and Wind F. H., 1976, p . 299; pl. 28, figs. 1-3. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 drilling 
on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. Initial 
Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pls., 3 figs., 7 tbs. 
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